
There are over 700 species of this tree and they are found all over Australia, but only 40-50 are eaten by 

koalas. They prefer the new leaves of varieties that are native to their location. Older leaves are more toxic 

but the toxicity of even the young leaves still causes this marsupial to sleep in the tree 20-22 hours per 

day. Koalas especially like Red Gum, Swamp Mahogany and Blue Gum. In the past they lived all over the 

continent, but today live only in the eastern rain forests. Loss of habitat due to climate change and wild 

fires and endemic Chlamydia may result in extinction. 


